-l I e — .
~a o h
— O F o _.l'"-r

— J# </ (=

wiww_hood _army . mil/1steavdiv/

Operation Iraqi Freedom II

Day’s Dawnmg Inspires Early Risers

“Telling the First Team’s Story” Monday, April 12, 2004

By Staff Sgt. Tony Sailer

122nd MPAD

In the quief dawn, Soldiers
assembled for a special Enstes
sunrise service lakeside near
the 1 Cavalry Division's main
headquarters here

Scores ol troops. enlisted.
ollicer and
praved and worshiped during

civilian; sang,

the hour-long service 150 Can
Div. Commanding General
Mai. Gen. Pete Chiarelli

opened the celebration.

“The Army is full of tradi-
tons,” Chiarelli said. “But let’s
nof make this one of them
being in Baghdad. | mean.”

For several Soldiers.
Sunday marked a special day
far from home and fanuly and
an Easter made more signifi-
cant for many reasons

“Easter to me 15 always
important because it is the
foundanon of my fanth.” said

Capt.  Silas  Session, 3rd
Baitalion, 2™ Field Arillery

Remiment I"LI Rrigade

Combat Team. ~This is special
because it is near where Christ

actually walked. In the midsi of

all things

cial.”
Pfc. Derick Van Gorkum. a

chaplain’s assistant with 1%

this 15 really

spe-

By Staff Sgt
Soldiers of the 15t Cav. Div. gather to celebrate Easter during a sunrise service on
Camp Victory NMorth. Several hundred Soldiers attended the non-denominational
service, ministered to by Chaplain [Lt. Col.) David Moran.

Tony Saler, 122nd MPAD

Cav, Div.’s headquarters com-
pany also  recognized the
unique aspect of Sundav s sery-

Continued on Page 2

Civil Aftairs, Iraqis Interact for a Better Iraq

By Spe. Andy Miller
122nd MPAD

FORWARD OPERAT-
NG BASE THUNDER- On
any given day Capt. Paul
MecBride, a civil affairs team
leader with the 425t Civil
Affairs Battalion, can be “out-
side the wire” working with
local Iragis. There are projects
to oversee, weekly Government
Information Council meetings
to attend and other quick-fire
missions o support the 51
Cavalry Division, as needed

On each and every one of

these days, McBride sees his
mission as a vital ingredient
in the overall mix of activity
intended to build & better Trag

“The bottom line, [ think.
as a civil affairs team is to
help give people hope,”
MecBnde said,  “1 thoughi
about 1t a long time about
what we do here, and the bot-
tom line is that we give them
hope for the present, and hope
for the future

“They "ve
despair,”™  he  continued
“Presently, [Iragis] are secing

had 30 years of

“we give them

hope for the
present, and
hope for the

future”

-Capt. Paul
McBride

warfare through radical ele-
ments in their own country

deprive them [from] their

future and deprnive them of

hope. We want t0 make sure
they 've got a future for them-
selves, and for their children.™
As a civil affairs team
leader attached to the 20
Battalion, 120 Cavalry
Reziment, McBride is respon-
sible for working with proj-
ects in the Abu Ghraib and
Agar Quf areas of Baghdad.
He and his team of eight act
as an interface between the
local civilians from these
areas and the 2-12 Cav, which
has overall responsibility for
Continued on Page 3
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1CD Chaplain Reflects on Easter

Continued from Page 1  have the spinitual aspect here ™
ice, The Division Chaplain,

“Being where we are and (Lt Col) David Moran pave
in the situation thai we are in,  the sermon and rellected on the
|Easter] does mean a liflle mnature of this Easter Sunday in
more,” he smd. =Tt i5 nice o adeployved location

By Siall Sgl Tany Sader, 122nd MPAD

Members of the 15t Cav. Div. band play during an
Easter celebration at dawn on Camp Victory.

% Professional, Polite & Prepared to Kill %

“It s absolutely different
from everv other experience of
Easter,” Moran smd. “We are
not in the wsual day-to-day rou-
tines. 1 gpuess, sadly, [back
home| Easter becomes ordi-
nary. We really don’t experi-
ence what it must have heen
like for the disciples.

“Over here, facing death.
0 many |Soldiers] have died
Just this past week,” Moran
continued, “We are not facing
Easter the same way. | think
that makes today a very
poignant celebration. It helps
us o look af Epsier the way
they did the first ime and to lis-
ten for Christ calling ouwr
nams.”

Al the end of the service,
with the sun high in the sky
over the man-made lake,
Soldiers walked awav in
somber moods, reflecting over
the sermon, the songs and the
shaping of their own unigue
memories of Easter in Iraq.

Today in History
April 12

¥ From hisforychannel com

1633 Galileo is convicted of
heresy

1858 First gentile governor
arrives in Utah

1861 The Civil War begins
1864 The Fort Pillow
Maszacre

1937 Winners, Losers and
the National Labor
Relations Act

1945 President Franklin I,
Roosevelt dies

1949 Legal thriller writer
Scott Turow is bom

1954 Haley records “Rock
Around the Clock™

1981 First lnnching of the
space shuttle

1861 Fort Sumiter fired
U

1975 1.5, Embassy in
Cambodia evacoated
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Civil Affairs Team Mentors Iraqis to Rebuild Iraq

Continued from Page 1
that area of operations.
Currently, McBride's

team is busy with projecis as
varied as refurhishing a vouth
center, making road repairs
and providing water to outly-
ing communities, The prog-

ects usually begin to get off
the ground dunng weekly
meetings held at Forward
Operating Base (FOB)
Thunder Here, McBride
meets with local contractors
and Nahiyas (rural local advi-
sory councils) to determine
their prionties. When a com-

mon ground is found between
the Iragis and 2-12 Cav, bids
are drawn up for the con-
tracts

“They (contractors) come
in and we discuss the offers
that are up for bid and tell
them what the requirements
are,” McBride explained
“When they come back with
their bid, we evaluate that and
then we tell them who the
winner is. Then there is just a
small wait, s0 we discuss the
projects and what the expec-
tations are for the work ™

Though the team 15 cur-
rently very active in facilitat-
ing these projects, McBride's
hope is that the Iragis will
eventually take their future
inte their own hands, In s
role as an advisor, McBnde is
also hoping to teach [ragis
about democracy.

“Part of my job is to
actively assist them and men-
tor them in how to get things
done,” he sad  “We teach
them how to make the deci-
sions, what decisions need to
be made, and how to make

By Spe. Andy Miler, 122mnd MPAD

1l

Soc Andy Milar, 1:2nd MPAD

Capt. Paul McBride walks the streets of Abu Ghraib,

after transporting an Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD) Soldier to an Improvised Explosive Device site.
“Our primary task is civil affairs, but we are always

Soldiers first, last and always,” McBride said.

them.”
After 30 wvears under a
dictatorial regime, many

lragis are attaid to speak
openly on the issues that are
important to them, McBnde
noted. They've leamed that
they"d put themselves or their
families in danger if they tried
to met something done on
their own, Now they are in a
position where they have to
make a plan to fix their prob-
lems, and they have to back it
with action, he said.

smooth  transiten,  and
expects that Amerca will be a
part of it.”

The projects prepared by
MeBnde's team cover a rela-
tively small area. Abu Ghraib
and Agar Quf are only two of
many  communities  in
Baghdad, a city with over 3
million  residents,  Still,
McBride and his team believe
the work they do in these
communitics will prove an
important piece in the larger
puzzle: rebuilding lrag.

Civil affairs team leader Capt. Paul McBride interacts

with a local Iragi contractor at FOE Thunder.
McEride's team is responsible for conducting civil
affairs missions in the Abu Ghraib and Agar Quf dis-
tricts of Baghdad.

“You know they really
have the future in their own
hands,” he said, “There is a
vast, quiet majority that wants
a peaceful, strong Iraq and a
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Scores
T NBA:

New Jersey Nets 89
Philadelphia 76ers 75

Chicago Bulls 114 OT
Toronto Raptors 108

Sacramento Kings 102
Los Angeles Lakers BS

FIAST JEAM

» Searching for submerged eggs

Children splash through the puddies as they search
for Easter eggs April 10. Killeen and surrounding
areas received approximately 1.9 inches of rain dur-
ing the past Easter weekend.e

Fum

ragonfly onight ShowJFGA Tour -
1 3 3 u 0 Even Stevens [The Late T!'ne Masters:
. Show 18:30 |Final Round
15:00
[Jeopardy/ Access |Sportscenter  [The Wild
Headline Hollywood 19:30 Thornberrys/
19:00 |ews 19:30 The Fairly
Oddparents
aFPNews/ The Best or |Baseball ne
Headline Times Tonight Simpsons/
20-00 News The Cosby
2 Show
60 Minutes Five DesparatelVMILE - Average Joe
Hours 21:45 Pittsburgh
21:00 Pirates @
Chicago Cubs
Balflestiar Law & Order:
Galactica Special
22:00 Victims Unit

Scores
Y MLB:

Detroit Tigers 6
Minnesota Twins 5

MNew York Yankees 5
Chicago White Sox 4

Tampa Bay Devil Rays
10
Baltimore Orioles 1

Boston Red Sox 2
Toronto Blue Jays 0

Kansas City Royals 5
Cleveland Indians 3

Seattle Mariners 9
Oakland As 4

Anaheim Angels 7
Texas Rangers 2

Chicago Cubs 10
Atlanta Braves 2

Pittsburgh Pirates 4
Cincinnati Cubs 3

New York Mets 4
Montreal Expos 1

Houston Astros 7
Milwaukee Brewers 4

Florida Marlins 3
Philadelphia Phillies 1

Colorado Rockies 4
Los Angeles Dodgers 2

St. Louis Cardinals 11
Arizona Diamondbacks
8




